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SUBJECT: NEW PRC GRAIN CLAIM FOR 1974 AND ESTIMATE POR 1975. 

1. AN AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION OPPICER IN HONG KONG PASSED 
CONGEN THE CONTENTS OP AN AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY MESSAGE PROM 
PEKING REPORTING A MEETING BETWEEN NOTED BRITISH AUTHOR 
AND CHINA EXPERT NEVILE MAXWELL AND CHINESE AGRICULTURAL 
OPFICIALS AT THE "VICE MINISTER LEVEL". ACCORDING TO MAXWELL, 
CHINESE OPFICIALS STATED GRAIN PRODUCTION IN 1974 REACHED 

274 MILLION TONS AND THAT THE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE POR 1975 
IS 285 MILLION TONS. MAXWELL REPORTEDLY PRESSED THE CHINESE 
ON THE 1974 CLAIM AND IS STAISPIED THAT THEY WERE PULLY AWARE 
OP THE SIGNIPICANCE OP THE NEW PIGURE. 

2. COMMENTS: THE PIGURE OF 274 MILLION TONS IN 1974 IS 

MUCH HIGHER THAN CURRENT USG ESTIMATES OP PROM 255-265 MILLION 
TONS AND ALSO SEEMS TO CONTRADICT PRC PUBLISHED PRODUCTION 
CLAIMS OP 2.4 TIME 1949 OUTPUT; WHICH WOULD BE EQUIVALENT TO 
ABOUT 260 MILLION TONS. THE 2.4 CLAIM HAS BEEN REPEATED BY 
NCNA (NOVEMBER 9) WHITHIN THE LAST WEEK. 

3. MAXWELL HAS GOOD CONNECTIONS IN THE PRC-HE VISITED CHINA 
IN 1973 AT CHOU EN-LAI'S INVITATION, AND IS PRESENTLY WORKING 
ON A STUDY OP COMMUNES IN THE PRC WITH CHINESE ASSISTANCE. 
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BECAUSE OP HIS EXCELLENT CHINA CREDENTIALS WE ARE REPORTING 
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THIS INFORMATION. DESPITE THE STARTLING DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
HIS FIGURES AND OTHER CURRENT ESTIMATES. 

4. USLO MAY WANT TO FOLLOW UP ON THIS WITH MAXWELL IF HE IS 
STILL IN PEKING. 

CROSS 
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